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This rapper’s fast on the scene

BY RICHARD HUFF

F
DNY paramedic Farooq Muham-
mad is changing the image of 
emergency medical services, one 
YouTube video at a time.

The Brooklyn-raised Muham-
mad, who spends his days helping some 
of the city’s sickest people, is using his 
own time and money to create rap videos 
that promote the FDNY’s EMS unit.

“We don’t get the recognition for what 
we do,” says Muhammad, 35. “I think we 
deserve more recognition as a service.”

He wrote the fi rst rap while sitting in 
an ambulance waiting for a call. Soon 
after, he created a story line and video. 
After running it by FDNY brass, “Call 
911” was posted in May 2009. It has been 
viewed more than 73,000 times.

His second, a more elaborate rap and 
video called “EMS Anthem,” recently 
 arrived and has been viewed more than 
14,000 times.

As a paramedic, Muhammad and his 
FDNY partners respond to calls where 
rapid intervention is vital to saving lives. 

“It’s almost God’s work in a way,” he 
says. “You have to treat people others 
don’t want to touch — there’s blood and 
vomit and other stuff.”

He wants to upgrade the EMS image 
with his videos. For years, Muhammad 
has been frustrated that EMS workers 
don’t get the same respect as fi refi ghters 
and police offi cers, especially in the wake 

of the 9/11 attacks. The videos are a way 
of leveling the fi eld. 

The clips, available on YouTube by 
searching FireEMSRescue, show Mu-
hammad and colleagues over the course 
of a day helping people hit by cars, and 
worse. 

“I did it just for the 
public to see what 
EMS does, and that 
we’re not just am-
bulance drivers,” he 
says. “They’re to show 
we’re a vital part of 
the whole 911 chain.”

With the EMS vid-
eos, however, he’s try-
ing to reach a younger 
crowd often raised on 
rap music . 

“We’re the ones you 
need. If it wasn’t for 
us, there’d be a lot more people 
biting the dust,” Muhammad raps in 
“EMS Anthem.”

“I was hoping they could look at this 
and see you can be cool and do some-
thing positive,” he says. “You can do 
something constructive with yourself, 

you can be a fi reman, a cop or a para-
medic.”

Muhammad has been with the FDNY 
for 14 years, and was at the World Trade 
Center on 9/11. Like a lot of emergency 
responders, he went down that day to 
help out, and ended up getting trampled 

when people fl ed the 
buildings.

 He says the vid-
eos are not a way out 
of the department to 
a new line of work. 
He loves the job, he 
says. As he raps in 
the video,  “I’d do it 
for free.”

Muhammad grew 
up in Flatbush, 
where he saw all the 
violence and hard 
times the streets can 

deal out . The street smarts he earned as 
a kid play into what he does today. The 
biggest lesson, he says, was learning early 
how to de-escalate problems. Muham-
mad is assigned to Station 38 in Brook-
lyn, which sits next to Kings County 
Hospital.

The fi rst video was produced on 
Muhammad’s dime. The second time out, 
he got fi nancial help from his union, 
Local 2507. Even with discounts and 
help from friends, he fi gures he’s sunk 
$3,000 into the project.

“I never had the intention of making 
money off the songs,” he says, adding that 
he may soon put them on iTunes for a 
buck because people are asking.

“We don’t make a lot of money as EMS 
people. We’re not here for the money,” he 
says. “Coming out of my pocket, I do feel 
it a little bit, but at the end of the day, I do 
feel it’s important.”

Indeed, Muhammad has gotten an 
overwhelming response to the videos from 
the EMS community around the globe .

“It showed me you get support from 
people you never expected it from,” he 
says. “I never thought it would get such 
a great response from people all over 
the world. It shows if you do something 
positive for them, they’re going to come 
back and thank you for it.”

Besides the thanks, the videos offset 
some of the tragedies that EMS folks see 
every day, he says. 

“I cry my eyes out every time I see, 
a poor baby who got murdered in his 
sleep,” he raps in “EMS Anthem.”

“It helps the morale of my co-workers. 
It also helps give you a feeling of pride,” 
he says. “And it’s defi nitely a release of 
some of that anxiety.” 
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‘I was hoping [kids] could 
look at this and see you can 
be cool and do something 

positive. You can do something 
constructive with yourself, 
you can be a fi reman, a cop 

or a paramedic.’
— Farooq Muhammad 

City paramedic’s videos seek 
new respect for EMS crews

Farooq Muhammad at 
Station 38 in Brooklyn
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BYBEN CHAPMAN
DAILYNEWS WRITER

A RECORD NUMBER of incom-
ingBrooklyn kindergartnershave
been pushed out of their home
schoolsbecauseofovercrowding.

Parents of the 220 5-year-olds
got letters from the Department
of Education last week telling
them there’s no room at their
zonedschools.

Angry parents said they were
told to enroll their children at
schools that are farther from
home.

“This is going tobeanightmare
for us,” said Borough Park’s Lisa
Chen,31,whosedaughterNicole,
5, was turned away from nearby
PublicSchool 105.

More than two-thirds of the

kindergartners who were crowd-
ed out of their home schools for
the 2010-11 school year live in
Sunset Park and Borough Park —
neighborhoods with growing
numbersofChinese families.

For the first time ever, PS 105,
on 59th St., had to turn away
more than 60 incoming kinder-
gartners because of a lack of
space.

Chen was told to register
Nicole at PS 371, which is about a
mile fromthe family’shome.

The extra distance is a killer for
Chen and her husband, who both
workatnearby factories inSunset
Park and commute on foot. “It’ll
have a real big impact,” said

Chen, who still plans to walk her
daughter to school.

PS 169 on Seventh Ave. in Sun-
set Park turned away 67 kinder-
gartners slated toenroll next year,
the most of any school in Brook-
lyn.

Instead of enrolling at PS 169,
crowded-out kids have been re-
ferred to PS 676 in Red Hook and
PS 32 in Carroll Gardens, both
about 3 miles away from the Sun-
setParkschool.

PS 169 Principal Josephine
Santiago said the school is doing
all it can to make room for more
students. About three years ago
she divided four kindergarten
classrooms in half to make space
foreight classes.

“We’re using every nook and
cranny of our school,” said Santia-
go, “but the bottomline isweneed
newschools inSunset Park.”

In response to the overcrowd-
ing, DOE is opening four new
schools in the neighborhood next
year, adding room for about 250
kindergartners, said DOE spokes-
manJackZarin-Rosenfeld.

The new seats are a good start,
Santiago said, but not enough to
keepupwith the growingdemand
for education in the neighbor-
hoods with about 150,000 Chi-
nese immigrants.

“The overcrowding we’re see-
ing now is going to continue,”
said Santiago, whose school is
about half Asian. “I see the num-
ber of new kids coming here from
China and elsewhere, and it’s like
there’snoend in sight.”

YourBorough

Bid to bar housing for female ex-cons in Prospect-Lefferts

KIDS CROWDED OUT
Nabe schools turn away 220 kindergartners

Assistant Principal Alice Lee at Sunset Park’s Public School 105, which turned away 60 kindergartners because of tight space. Photo by Anthony DelMundo

BYMIKE McLAUGHLIN
DAILYNEWS WRITER

FOR YEARS, residents of a Prospect-Lefferts
Gardens block lived with a drug-dealing ring
near their homes. Now they’re fighting a plan
tohouse femaleex-cons there.

Opponents of the plan said the women —
manywithmental illnessanddrugproblems—
would be a safety risk and a step backward for
the Lincoln Road block where there’s less
opendrugdealing, butwherevice still exists.

“We’re just afraid to go back to where we
were,” said Lincoln Road resident Joanne
Newbold, 34, a real estate broker. “I know my
block.There’s still a lotof stuff goingon.”

Newbold and other neighbors said the
friendly street between Rogers and Bedford
Aves. where kids play during the day attracts
shadycharactersatnight.

The nonprofit developers who want to put
up the 26 affordable apartments on the block
said the women who live in their other hous-
ingsites rarely fall back intoa lifeof crime.

“Our intent is not to bring anything that’s
going to bring the block down,” said Provi-
dence House Executive Director Sister Janet
Kinney. “This is permanent supportive hous-
ing.This isnota shelter.”

She added that her group will screen the
women before they move into the apartments
andthat the tenantswill allhave jobs.

The new building will replace a long-aban-
donedcity-ownedproperty.

In 1986, Providence House opened a simi-
lar apartment building one block away. Local
critics of the new plan admitted the existing
building has a clean history, but worried that
concentrating the two sites nearby could hurt
theirpropertyvalues.

“We have our fair share. It needs to be
spread out,” said Lincoln Road resident Eric
Gbekle, 51, a developer. “This will be a set-
back.”

The harsh opposition is a break from the re-
centpast in thearea.

Similar supportive housing projects at
KingsCountyHospitalandonEastNewYork
Ave. were approved without public outcry in
the past two years, said Community Board 9
districtmanagerPearlMiles.

Because the land in question is owned by
the city, the proposal must be reviewed by sev-
eral layers of city government before it can go
forward.

Supporter Crystal Felder, 49, a counselor
who lives on another Lincoln Road block,
was disappointed by the backlash against the
proposedhousing.

“It’s sad,” said Felder. “The haves don’t
want thehave-nots in theneighborhood.”

GOWANUS —Three top
figures in the European
experimental music scene
will present solo perfor-
mances of their recent
works today at the Issue
Project Room, 232 Third St.

Antoine Chessex, Gilles
Aubrey and Valerio Tricoli
will offer varied insights on
their sonic music in three
intense pieces of electro-
acoustic sounds. Admission
is $10. Doors open at 8 p.m.
Call (718) 330-0313 or visit
issueprojectroom.org.

FORT GREENE —The
Fulton Area Business Alli-
ance presents a free out-
door festival on Sunday
from noon to 6 p.m. along
Fulton St. from Lafayette
Ave. to S. Oxford St.

Highlights include a salsa
dance party; fashion show;
StoryCorps listening ses-
sions; sports, crafts, and
giveaways for kids all day;
pet CPR and first aid class-
es; fitness evaluations and
information and walking
tour of historic Fort Greene
and much more. Call
(718) 928-3322 or go to
faballiance.org.

PROSPECT HEIGHTS —
Bring your drum to the
Black Brooklyn Drum Call
on Saturday at the Brook-
lyn Public Library, Central
Branch Plaza and Dweck
Center, 10 Grand Army
Plaza.

The event features
performances and drum-
making workshops followed
by a symposium on African
beats from diasporic com-
munities including Ghana,
Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica,
Brazil, Puerto Rico and the
Dominican Republic. It’s
free from 2 p.m. to
5:30 p.m.

The performers will
unite10 distinct styles of
drumming. For info, visit
brooklynartscouncil.org.

BAY RIDGE —The Bay
Ridge Fifth Ave. BID pre-
sents its first Storefront Art
Walk from 68th St. to
84th St.

Artists working with a
variety of visual media
offer individual projects in
different storefront win-
dows. Take a stroll to help
promote emerging Brooklyn
artists and explore the
commerce, art and commu-
nity. Gayle DeWees

AT A GLANCE

SEND US YOUR NEWS TIPS
Bronx Bureau (718) 822-1174 
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Brooklyn (718) 875-4455
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